Modern Greek Grammar
www.greekgrammar.eu

12.6.3 The imperative (mpootaktik)) may express not only command (order) but also request and
desire. This mood is to be found in the Eveotwrtoag (simple present), Adplotog (simple past) and seldom
in the Mapakeipevog (present perfect). The imperative is used in the 2™ and the 3" person singular
and plural. However, notice that the 3™ person, which is formed by the 3™ person of the subjunctive
mood, is seldom used. The 2" person imperative may be also formed by the 2" person of the
subjunctive mood preceded by the particle “va”. Prohibition is expressed by using the negative particle
“un(v)” before the subjunctive forms:

fpaye, os mapakoAw!!! (Na ypayeig (subj), o napakaAw!) (singular) Write please!!!

fpayte!!! (Na ypaypete!!! (subj)) (plural) Write!!!

Na ypader or Ag ypadet!!! (subj., 3" person singular) Let him write!!!
Mn ypayew!!!(singular) Do not write!!!
Mn ypayete!!!(plural) Do not write!!!

12.6.3.1 The imperative of the simple present — Evectwrtag Mpootaktikn
The imperative of the simple present expresses duration or repetition of the action.

Formation of the imperative of the simple present of the active voice
The imperative of the medio-passive voice is seldom used and will not be examined. The verbs ypddw

(write), ayanw (love), and tnAedwvw (telephone) are used as examples:

1. Finde the present stem of the verb.

Group A, 1% conjugation Group B, 2" conjugation, B1, B2
vpadw - ypad- ayarnw - ayourn-
mAsdwvw - thAsdwv-

2. Place after the stem the following endings

for the A group: -g, -ETE

for the B1 group: -a, -Ate

for the B2 group: -gL (seldom used, however some verbs take -a), -gite
Group A, 1% conjugation Group B, 2" conjugation, B1, B2
vpad-€ ayan-a
vpad-cte ayorn-ate

tAsdwv-a
tnAedwv-cite
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12.6.3.2 The imperative of the simple past — AGpLoTOG, TPOCTAKTLKA

The imperative of the simple past shows non-continuation which means either that the action is not
ongoing or that the speaker is not interested in its duration. Duration of repetition of the action is
expressed by the imperative of the simple present, as mentioned above.

Formation of the imperative of the simple past of the active voice
The verbs ypadw (write), ayanw (love) are used as examples:

1. Find the past stem.
Group A, 1% conjugation Group B, 2" conjugation, B1, B2
vpadw - ypad- - ypo- oyanw - ayorm- - ayanno-

2. Place after the stem of both groups the endings:

-€, -TE
Group A, 1% conjugation Group B, 2" conjugation, B1, B2
vpay-£ ayannoc-£
vpay-te QYOI o-Te

Formation of the imperative of the simple past of the medio-passive voice
The verbs vtuvopual (get dressed) ayamiépal (be loved) are used as examples:

1. Find the past stem of the medio-passive voice. In order to form the 2" person singular omit
the last letter(s) of the stem: -0, -ot, (or sometimes -¢T, -UT, -xT)

Group A, 1° conjugation Group B, 2" conjugation,

B1, B2, Archaic conjugation
vtUvopal - VTUO-nKka OyarLEpaL - ayanne-nka
2" person singular: vto- 2"4person singular: ayorn-
2" person plural: vtu@- 2" person plural: ayortn®-

2. Place after the past stem of both groups the endings:
2" person regular: -oov (if the omitted letter(s) are -0 or —ot)
-¢ou (if the omitted letter(s) are -xt)
-Youv (if the omitted letter(s) are -¢t or -ut)

2" person plural: -gite
Group A, 1* conjugation Group B, 2" conjugation,
B1, B2, Archaic conjugation
vTU-o0oU ayomniy-oou
vtuO-gite ayonn0-gite
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