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12.3.3 The Imperfect tense / Nopatotikdg
The verbs in “NMapatatikdg” express duration and repetition in the past. The Imperfect tense stresses
the continuing nature of the action or the event taken place in the past. Therefore, it is used
- toindicate a habitual action or event occurred in the past
Mépuaot kabe Kuplakn Enaila ykoAd. | was playing golf every Sunday last year.

- to describe an event that took place over een extended period of time
Xteg SLapale 0An pépa. He was studying the whole day yesterday.

- to describe an action that was ongoing when something else took place
KaBwc daBale, xtumnoe to tnAédpwvo. While he was studying, the telephone rang.

12.3.3.1 Formation of the Imperfect tense of the active voice

Characteristics

The personal endings of the “Mapatatikdg” are the same as in the Past tense, the “Adplotog”: -a, -€¢,
-g, -OlE, -aTE, -av. The A verbs bear the stress mark on the third-to-last syllable while the B verbs on
the second-to-last syllable except the first and the second person plural where the stress mark is to be
found on the third-to-last syllable.

Groep A, 1% conjugation

The augment (prefix) “ €-”

The verbs of the 1 conjugation take an augment. The same rules apply as in the past tense, the
“AopLotog”, see above the use of the augment in the Past tense.

Formation steps
The verbs taBalw (read) and ypadw (write) are used as example:
1. Find the present stem of the verb (omit -w)

| 51aBdlw — Srapal- | vpddw — ypad- |

2. Place the personal endings (-a, -g¢, -g, -ape, -ate, -av) after the present stem and put the
stress mark on the third-to-last syllable. If the verb has two syllables, place the augment “¢-"
(before the present stem with the stress mark on it). Notice that the first and the second
person plural do not take the augment.

Slapai-a £-ypad-a
Slapal-g £-ypad-£¢
Siapal-¢ £-ypad-¢
Siapai-ape vpad-ape
Stapai-ate vpad-ate
Siapai-av £-ypad-av

The verbs used above are conjugated in the table below:

Suapaia | was reading gypada | was writing
SLapaleg you were reading gypadeg you were writing
SLapale gypade

Stapalape vpad-ape

Stapatare vpad-arte

Suapaiav éypad-av
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Group B, 2" conjugation
Characteristics

The verbs of the 2™ conjugation take before the personal endings the letter combination “-ouc-” and
bear the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable except the first and the second person plural.
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Moreover, these verbs do not take the augment “&-”

Formation steps

The verbs ayanw (love) and tnAedwvw (telephone) are used as example:

1.

Find the present stem of the verb (omit -w)

B1

B2

oy QW — olyolrt- veAw — yeA-

tAepwvw — thAedwv-

2. Place the lettercombination “-ouvc-" after t

he present tense stem.

B1

B2

Qyarmn-ouo- YeA-ouo-

tnAedwv-ouo-

3.

mark on the third-to-last syllable.

Place the personal endings (-a, -€g, -€, -ape, -ate, -av) in the end and put the stress mark on
the second-to-last syllable. Notice that the first and the second person plural bear the stress

B1 B2

ayar-oUc-o veA-oUo-a thAedwv-olo-a
ayorn-o00-£G veA-oUo-€¢ thAedwv-000-£¢
ayan-o0o-€ YeA-oUo-€ tnAedpwv-oU0-€
olyourt- oUC-aE YeA-oUo-aE thAepwv-oUo-ape
oyorn-oUo-ote veA-oUo-ate tnAedpwv-olo-ate
ayarn-ouo-av YeA-oUo-av tnAedpwv-olo-av

4. The verbs used above are conjugated in the following table:

B1 B2

ayarnovoa | was loving yehovoa | was laughing | tnAedpwvoloa | was telephoning
OlyoItoU oG you ... veAouoeg you ... tAedwvoloegyou ...

ayarnouoe velovuoe tAsdpwvouoe

OolyoUIoUooLLE velovoape tnAspwvovoape

oyarnouoote velovoare tnAspwvovoate

ayorovuoav veAovoav tAsdwvoloav
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12.3.3.2 Formation of the Imperfect tense of the medio-passive voice

Group A, 1% conjugation

Characteristics

The endings of the Imperfect tense of the medio-passive voice of the verbs belonging to group A are:
—OloUuV, -000UV, -0TaV, -O0TE, -O0A0TE, -OVIaV

Formation steps
The verb mAnpwvopat (get paid) is used as example:
1. Find the present stem (omit -w, -opat)

‘ TIANPWVW-TIANPWVOLAL — TIANPWV-

2. Place the endings after the stem -6pouv, -6oouv, -6tay, -OLA0TE, -O0ACTE, -OVIAV

AP WV-GOUV
TANPWV-6G0oUuV
TAnpwv-otav

TANPWV-OUOOTE
TANnPpwWV-00a0TE
TAnpwWv-ovtav

Hieronder wordt bovenstaande werkwoord vervoegd:

TANPWVOLLOUV | was being (or getting) paid
nAnpwvooouv you were being paid
nAnpwvotav

TANPWVOLLOLOTE
nAnpwvooaote
mAnpwvovtav
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Group B, 2" conjugation
Characteristics
The endings of the Imperfect tense of the medio-passive voice of the verbs belonging to group B are:

B1: -LOLLOUV, -LOOOUV, -LOTAY, -LOALOTE, -LOCOOTE, -LOvTay (-olvtav)
B2: -OlLoUV, -000UV, -0TaV, -OLACTE, -O00OTE, -Ovtav (-ouvtav)
Arc. conj.: -oUpoUV, -0Uo0UV, -0UVTAYV, -OULAOTE, -OU0AOTE, -OUVTAV

Formation steps
The verbs ayamiépal (be loved), kowuapat (sleep) and dinyoupat (narrate) are used as example:
1. Find the present stem (omit -w, -LEpat, -apat, -ovuol)

B1 B2 Archaic conjugation

Oy QTW-0LY ATILE LA — OLYOLTT- KOLUGUOL — KOLW- SinyoLpaL— &uny-

2. Place the endings
-LOLOUV, -LOOOUV, -LOTAYV, -LOLOOTE, -LOCOOTE, -LOVTAV (-oUvTaV)
after the stem of the B1 verbs,
the endings
-O[L0UV, -O00UV, -0TaV, -OHOOTE, -00A0TE, -Ovtay (-ouvtav)
after the stem of the B2 verbs
or the endings
-oUHOUV, -0U00UV, -0UVTaV, -OUHAOTE, -OUCOOTE, -OUVTOV

after the stem of the archaic conjugation

Bl

B2

Archaic conjugation

oLy Ort-LOpLouV
Ly Ort-LOGOUV
ayor-L.otov

olyoUt-LOPLOLoTE
oyour-l.0caoTE
ayarn-ovray (-.ovvtav)

KOLU-OLOUV
KOLU-O00UV
KOLU-OTOV

KOLU-OLOLOTE
KOLU-OCOOTE
KoLp-ovtav (-ouvtov)

Sny-ovuouv
Sny-ovcouv
Sny-ouvtav

Sny-ovpaocte
Syn-ovocaote
Sny-ouvtav

The verbs used above are conjugated in the table below:

Bl

B2

Archaic conjugation

ayaniopouv | was being loved
olyortiécouy you ...
ayoariotav

OlyOUtLOOLOTE
olyoLOcaoTE
ayarniévrayv (-tovvrav)

KOLUOpouv | was sleeping
KOLLOOOUV yoU ...
KOLHOTOV

KOLUONOLOTE
KOLLOOOOTE
KoLpovtay (-obvrav)

Sinyolpouv | was narrating
Sdinyoloouv you ...
Stnyolvrav

Sinyolpaote
Sdtynoloaote
Stnyolvrav
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