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12.3.1 The simple present / Eveotwrtag
The simple present generally describes an action, an event or condition that takes place in the present.
The simple present is used:
- to describe an action, an event or condition that is occurring at the moment of speaking
Twpa dapaiw tnv ebnuepida. | am reading the newspaper now.
- to express general truths
H yn yupileL yUpw amo tov nAto. The earth rotates around the sun.
- to show a habit, repetition or continuity
Mnyaivw oto oxoAeio kABe pépa. | go to school every day.
Mévw otnv EAAGSa. | live in Greece.
- torefer to an action or an event that will certainly occur in the near future
AUplo ¢pevyw yia tnv Italia. | am leaving for Italy tomorrow.
- todescribe events taken place in the past in order to make them more vivid (historical present)
KaBw¢ plovoape, avoiyel n mopta kat ... . While we were talking, the door opens and ... .

12.3.1.1 Formation of the simple present of the active voice

Group A, 1* conjugation

Characteristics

The personal endings of the simple present of the verbs belonging to group A are:
-W, -€LG, -EL, -OUHE, -ETE, -OUV

Formation steps
The verbs ypadw (write) en Stafdalw (read) are used as examples:
1. Find the present stem of the verb (ommit -w).

‘ vpadw — ypad- ‘ Slapalw — drapal-

2. Place the endings
-W, -£LG, -EL, -OUHE, -ETE, -OUV
after the stem and put the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable.

Vpad-w Sapal-w
vpad-£1g Sapat-gig
Vpad-£L Slapat-gi
Ypad-ouvpe Slapal-oupe
vpad-€te Slapat-ete
ypad-ouv Swapal-ouv

Notice that the the first and the second person plural bear the stress mark on the third-to-last syllable.

You can see the personal endings of the simple present of the active voice of the 1st conjugation and
the conjugation of the verbs used above in the table below:

-w vypadw | write Safalw | read

-E1G VYpadELg you write Slopateg you read

-£L YpadeL he/she/it writes Slapatet he/she/it reads
-OUlE vpadouue we write Swopfaloupe  we read

-ETE vypadete you write Slapalete you read

-ouv (g) vpadouv (g) they write Slopalouv () they read
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The personal endings of the simple present of the verbs belonging to group B are:
B1: -w(-aw), -ag, -a(-aet), -ape(-ovUE), -Ate, -Ave (-o0V)
B2: -w, -€ig, -€i, -oUE, -€itg, -0ULV.

Formation steps

The verbs pAw (speak) and pmopw (can) are used as examples:

1. Find the present stem of the verb (omit -w).

B1

B2

MAW — -

UTopW — UTop-

2. Place the endings

-w(-aw), -ag, -a(-ast), -ape(-ovue), -arte, -ave (-ouv)
after the stem of the B1 verbs

or the endings

-w, -€l¢, -€i, -0UHE, -€itg, -00V
after the stem of the B2 verbs

Bl

B2

HAW(-Aw), HAAC, LWAG(-AEL), ...

UTOpW, UMOpPELG, UMOpEL, ...

You can see the personal endings of the simple present of both subgroups of the 2" conjugation and
the conjugation of the verbs piAw (speak) en pnmopw (can) in the table below:

Bl B2

-w (-aw) pAW (-aw) | speak -w UTIOpW | can

-0 UIAQG you speak -glg UTTOpPELSg you can

-a (-ael) MAG (-ael) he/she/it -el umopet he/she/it can
speaks

-Ape (-oOpe) MAGUE (-oUE) -oUpE umopolue we can

-arte MAATe we speak -gite pmopeite you can

-ave (-ouv) UAave (-ouv) you speak -oUv(g) unopolLv they can
they speak
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12.3.1.2 Formation of the simple present of the medio-passive voice
Notice that some Greek verbs in the medio-passive voice have an active meaning in English as épyopat
(come), kowpapat (sleep) etc. .

Group A, 1° conjugation

Characteristics

The personal endings of the simple present of the medio-passive voice of the verbs belonging to group
A are:

-OMOlL, -EC0L, -ETAL, -OLLOOTE, -ECTE, -OVTOAL.

Formation steps
The verb vtovopal (get dressed) is used as example:

1. Find the present stem of the verb (omit -w, -opat).
‘ VTUVW — vTUVOuOL — VTOV-

2. Place after the stem the endings
-OMLOLL, -E00L, -ETOL, -OLOLOTE, -EOTE, -OVTOL.
vtUv-opaL
vtUv-goal
VTUV-€TOUL

VTUV-OLOLOTE
VTUV-£0TE
vtuv-ovtat

You can see the personal endings of the simple present of the medio-passive voice of the 1
conjugation and the conjugation of the verb vtovopal (get dressed) in the table below:

-opalL viUvoual | am (or get) dressed
-goat viUveool you are dressed
-gToun vTUVETOL he/she/it is dressed
-OpooTe VIUVOUOLOTE we are dressed
-EOTE VTUVEODTE you are dressed
-ovtal viUvovtal they are dressed
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Group B, 2" conjugation
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The endings of the simple present of the medio-passive voice of verbs belonging to group B are:

B1: -LEpalL, -LEoal, -LETOAL, -LOLOLOTE, LEOTE, -LoUVTOL
B2: -oUpat/apa, -aoat, -atat, -OaoTE, -AoTE, -oUvToL
Arch. conj.: -ovpa, -eloat, -gitat, -oOLAOTE, -€l0TE, -oUVTOL

Formation steps
Verbs B1 and B2

The verbs ayamiépatl (be loved) en kotpoUpatl / kowpdpat (sleep) are used as examples:

1. Find the present stem of the verb (omit -w, -Lépat, -o0pat, -apat).

Bl

B2

OyOTTW — AYOTTLEUAL — OLYOLTT

KOLHoU L / KOLUAUOL — KOLW

2. Place the endings

-LEMAL, -LETALL, -LETAL, -LOMOOTE, LEOTE, -LOUVTOL
after the stem of the B1 verbs

or the endings

-oUpa/apat, -doat, -ato, -OpooTs, -Aote, -olvral
after the stem of the B2 verbs

B1 B2

oyar-LEpo Kolp-oUpo/dpat
ayar-lEéoot KOlU-Goal
ayar-LEto KOLlp-aTarL

You can see the personal endings of the simple present of the medio-passive voice of the 2™
conjugation and the conjugation of the verb ayamiéual (be loved), kolpoUpatl (sleep) in the table

below:
Bl B2
-LEpal oyartépat | am loved -oUpat/apat  kKolpovupar/apar | sleep
-LEoau oyarmiéoal you are loved -aoou Koluaoot you sleep
-LETal oyarLétat he... -daa KoLuaTon he ...
-lOMOOTE  QYQTLOMOAOTE  We ... -Opoote KOLUOMOLOTE we ...
-lEoTE OYQTILEDCTE you ... -aote KOLUAOTE you ...
-lovvtat oyarmouvtol  they ... -oUvtou KoLpouvTal they ...
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Verbs with archaic conjugation
Some verbs ending in -oUpaL as Sitnyoupal (narrate), amoteAoUpal (consist), pipovpal (imitate),
anacyoAoUpat (busy oneself with, employ) etc. follow the archaic conjugation.

The verb dinyobpat (narrate) is used as example:
1. Find the present stem of the verb (omit -obpau).
‘ SinyolpaL— &ny-

2. Place after the stem the personal endings of the archaic conjugation
-ovpay, -eioat, -eitat, -oUpAOTE, -€loTE, -oUvTAL
Siny-oupat
Siny-gioon
Suny-gitan

Slny-ovpoote
Siny-elote
Siny-ouvtou

You can see the endings of the simple present of the medio-passive voice of the verbs with the archaic
conjugation and the conjugation of the verb &inyoUpual (narrate) in the table below:

-olpou Sinyolpon | narrate
-gloau Sinyeioa you narrate
-gltau Sinyeita he ...
-olpooTe Sdinyolpaote we ...
-glote Sinyeiote you ...
-ouvral Sinyouvtau they ...

Some seldom used verbs ending in -wpat follow the archaic conjugation as well, as the verb eyyvwpat
(guarantee):
EYYU-WHOLL, EYYU-AOOL, EYYU-ATAL, EYYU-OLLOOTE, EYYU-AOTE, EYYU-WVTOL
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