Modern Greek Grammar
www.greekgrammar.eu

12.6 The moods of the verb: indicative, subjunctive, imperative, infinitive and the participle

Moods are forms of the verb that express how the action or event is presented by the speaker. There
are three moods in Greek: the indicative, the subjunctive and the imperative. The infinitive and the
participle are considered as moods as well.

12.6.1 The indicative mood (opLotikr)) presents the action or the event as something real or certain,
in other words as an objective fact. This mood is to be found in all tenses. All tenses above were
examined in the indicative mood:

H EAévn phael eAAnvika. Helen speaks Greek.

H Mapia niye otnv EAAGSa. Maria went to Greece.

12.6.2 The subjunctive mood (unotaktikn) presents the action or the event as something wanted or
expected. The action is not considered as an objective fact by the speaker. In other words the
subjunctive indicates what the subject of the verb wants, can, may, must do or is expecting to do.
Therefore, it is often used after verbs as 8éAw (want), prmopw (can, may), mpémnet (must), eAntilw (hope),
okédtopal (think of), ebxopat (wish) etc. This mood is to be found in the Eveotwrtag (simple present),
Aoplotog (simple past) and Mapakeipevog (present perfect). The subjunctive mood is preceded by the
particles va, yta va, otav, ag, ... etc. and has six personal endings as the tenses of the verb. Notice
that the subjunctive is used to show continuation (subjunctive of the present tense) or non-
continuation (subjunctive of the past tense) of the action and not the time aspect (present, past,
future). Therefore, the subjunctive may refer to the present, to the past or even to the future.

H EAévn BéAeL va pARoeL EAANVIKA.  Helen wants to speak Greek.

12.6.2.1 The subjunctive of the simple present - EveoTWTag, UTTOTOKTLKN

The subjunctive of the simple present indicates continuation or repetition. The action expressed by
the verb is ongoing or repeated.

To kaAokaipt BEAW va Tpww KABe pépa maywto. | want to eat ice-cream every day in the summer.
Formation of the subjunctive of the simple present of the active and the medio-passive voice

The verbs taBalw (read), ypadw (write), kouapal (sleep) are used as examples:
1. Take the simple present of the verb.

Sapatw vpaodw KOLUGOL
Slapatelg YPAdELG KoluaoalL
Sapatet vpaodel KOLGOL

2. Place one of the following particles va, yta va, otav, ag ... etc. before the verb.

va dtapalw va ypadw VOl KOLLAL Ol
va dtapaleig va ypadelg va KOLLaoa
va dtafalet va ypadet VOl KOLHALLOL
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12.6.2.2 The subjunctive of the simple paste — AGpLOTOG, UTTOTOKTLKA

The subjunctive of the simple past expresses non-continuation, which means either that the action
expressed by the verb is not ongoing or that the speaker is not interested in the duration of the action.
The subjunctive of the simple past may refer, as mentioned above, to the present, to the past or even
to the future:

lMNarti nye vwpic oto sotiatodplo; MNa va BpeL Tparmell.

Why did he/she go to the restaurant early? In order to find a free table. (in the past)

MNati tnyaivel vwpig oto gotiatoplo; MNa va Bpet tpamell.
Why is he/she going to the restaurant early? In order to find a free table. (in the present)
MNorti Oa mael vwplg oto sotiatoplo; Ma va Bpet TpamédL.

Why will he/she go to the restaurant early? In order to find a free table. (in the future)

Formation of the subjunctive of the simple past of the active and the medio-passive voice
The verbs Stapalw (read), ayanw (love), kowpudapal (sleep) are used as examples:

1. Find the past stem of the verb
‘ Stafalw - SaBal- - Stapac ‘ Qyamw - ayorm- - oyamnno

KOLUAUOL - KOLU- - KOLLnO

2. Place the following endings:
-w, -ELG, -EL, -OULE, -ETE, -OUV
after the stem of the verbs of the active voice
or -w, -&ig, -€i, -oUE, -€ltg, oLV

after the stem of the verbs of the medio-passive voice

Slopaocw
Slopaocelg
Slopaocel

oyannow
OYQTOELG
oyamnnoet

KolpnBw
KoLunBeig
KoLpnBsl

3. Place one of the following particles va, ywa va, 6tav, ag ... etc. before the verb.

va Stafdocw
va Stofacelg
va dtafdaocet

va ayamnrnow
VO OYOTtAOELG
VaL Oyt OEL

va Kounow
va KolunOeig
va KouunOsei
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12.6.2.3 The subjunctive of the present perfect — Mapakeipuevog, UTTOTAKTIKNA
The subjunctive of the present perfect focuses on the result of the action, for example:

Q&AW va €W TEAELWOEL Ta padrnuoTa pHou HEXPL auplo To peonuépl. | want to have finished my
homework by tomorrow midday.

Formation of the subjunctive of the present perfect of the active and medio-passive voice
The verbs StaBalw (read), ypadw (write), kowpapal (sleep) are used as examples:

1. Take the present perfect of the verb.

£xw Sdofaoet
£xelg SlaPfaoel
£xeL SlaPaoel

£Xw ypayet
£XeLG ypaeL
EXeLypael

£Xw KolunOel
€XELG KoL Bel
€XEL KoLUNBEl

2. Place one of the following particles va, yia va, otav, ag ... etc. before the present perfect.

va €xw Slapaocel
va €xelg Slapaoel
va €xeL SlaPaocel

va £xw ypayetl
va €XeLg ypael
va EXEL ypaeL

va €W KouunBOet
va €XELC KoLunOetl
va €XeL kolunBel
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